
OLVER ANNOUNCES HOUSE APPROVES $7.1 MILLION EARMARK FOR BARNES AIR NATIONAL GUARD BASE

  
  WASHINGTON ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the Military Quality of Life, Veterans Affairs and Related Agencies appropriations bill approved by the U.S. House of Representatives today includes a $7.1 million earmark for Barnes Air National Guard 104th Fighter Wing in Westfield.  The earmark would fund upgrades to support avionics and weapons system maintenance for the assigned A-10 aircraft at the base.

  Olver is a member of the Appropriations Committee and worked to secure the funding in the House bill for fiscal year 2006.

  "The 104th Fighter Wing at Barnes Air National Guard Base is an extremely modern facility and outstanding military resource as the premier center for the A-10s," Olver said. "This new funding would be in addition to the $35 million in federal funding that has been invested in the base in recent years and that clearly has been money well spent."

  The 104th Fighter Wing requires adequately sized and properly configured space to support avionics and weapons system maintenance for the assigned A-10 aircraft.  Functional areas required for these maintenance functions include: maintenance and training of 30mm guns and equipment, missile racks and pylons, ready room for gun maintenance personnel, and administrative areas.  The current weapons release shop is located in building 26, a low bay facility that is undersized and cannot be expanded to meet the needs of this A-10 support mission due to site limitations.  A new facility must be constructed to insure adequate storage and training for the weapons maintenance function.  Planned upgrades to the base include constructing an 18,200 square foot weapons load hangar, upgrading the avionics facility and building a 9,500 square foot addition to the main hangar for administration.

  The companion appropriations bill in the Senate has not yet been scheduled for a floor vote. After the Senate approves its version of the bill, a conference committee will work to reconcile the House and Senate bills into a conference report. The conference report would then need to be approved by both chambers and signed by the president, before it could become law. 

 For additional information, please contact Master Sergeant Glenn LaChapelle, Barnes Public Affairs, at 413-568-9151, ext.1263. 
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